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Sir Submitted

On credible information as to the commission of irregularities and malpractices 

in the implementation of Massive Tree Planting Scheme in Social Forestry Range in 

Madurai District during the years between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016, a Detailed 

Enquiry was conducted vide DE.11/2017/FOR/MU of the Directorate of Vigilance and 

Anti-corruption, Chennai. The Detailed Enquiry reveals the following facts.

Accused-1 Thiru K.N.Kumeresan, Forest Range Officer, Gandamanur 

Range, Megamalai W ildlife Division, formerly Madurai Range, was holding 

additional charge of Social Forestry Range, Madurai Division during the period 

between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016.

Accused-2 Thiru A.Karuppasamy, Forester (Retired), was the Forester, 

Madurai Section, Social Forestry Range, Madurai Division during the period between 

2013-2014 and 2015-2016 and retired on 30.4.2016.

Accused-3 Thiru I.Senthil Kumar, Forester, Theni Division, was the Forester, 

Thirupparankundram Section, Social Forestry Range, Madurai Division during the 

period between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016.

Accused-4 Thiru.M.Muthiah, formerly Forester, Madurai Section (Under 

Suspension and not allowed to retire on 30.6.2017), was the Forester, Melur Special 

Duty, Social Forestry Range, Madurai Division during the period between 2013-2014 

and 2015-2016 and he was under suspension and not allowed to retire on 30.6.2017.

Accused-5 Thiru.P.Loganathan, Forester, Palamedu Section, was the 

Forester, Melur Section, Social Forestry Range, Madurai Division during the period 

between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016.



Accused-6 Thiru.L.Lakshmanan, Forester (Retired), was the Forester, 

Kottampatty Section, Social Forestry Range, Madurai Division during the period 

between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016 and retired on 31.5.2016 and all the Accused are 

Public Servants as defined under Section 2(c) of Prevention of Corruption Act, 1988.

The Tamil Nadu Government have issued Order in G O . Ms. No. 18, 

Environment and Forests (FR.6) Department, dated 11.2.2014 to plant 66 lakhs 

seedlings during 2013-2014 to 2014-2016 and to be entirely maintained by the |Forest 

Department under Massive Tree Planting Programme in commemoration with the 66th 

Birthday Celebration of the then Chief Minister.

The objectives of the above said programme are i) To increase the green cover 

of Tamil Nadu through mass planning; ii) To mitigate the adverse effects of various 

environmental pollutants like suspended particulate matter, gaseous pollutants, noise, 

radiation, etc; iii) To moderate the microclimatic factors like surface temperature, wind 

speed, soil moisture regime, ground water recharge, etc. iv) To improve the 

biodiversity and increase the population of bi9rds and micro organisms and v) To 

enhance the aesthetic appearance of the urban environment and thereby improve the 

quality of human and animal life.

In the above G.O., the Government accorded sanction for implementing the 

Massive Tree Planting Programme of planting 66 lakh seedlings in 32 districts of Tamil 

Nadu for 3 years from 2013-2014 to 2015-2016 (2 years planting + one year 

maintenance) at a cost of Rs. 49.18 crores by availing funds of Rs.30 crores from the 

Tamil Nadu Pollution Control Board, Rs.12.38 crore from the State fund and Rs.6.80 

crores to meet out the labour activities through the Mahatma Gandhi NREGS.



To implement the scheme by raising of nursery under Massive Tree Planting 

Scheme during the year 2014-2015 in Madurai Social forestry Range, Madurai 

Division, the Government sanctioned a sum of Rs.4,33,300/-. Out of this fund, The 

Social Forestry Department has recorded their expenditure as Rs.3,59,295/- towards 

the preparation of nursery site, cost of seeds, cost of poly bags, etc. and Rs.53,511 /- 

was shown as expenditure towards vermin-casting, VAM, Azospirilum and Phospho- 

bacteria.

The following are some of the instances showing the malpractices committed 

by the Accused

For raising of nursery at Central Nursery, Mattuthavani, under Massive Tree 

Planting Scheme, out of Rs.3,59,295/-, an amount of Rs.40,425/- was paid by the 

Accused-1 to 3 as advance to Wit Tr.O.V.Pandi and they created 19 forged vouchers, 

used it as genuine and misappropriated the remaining amount of Rs.3,18,870/-.

Similarly regarding planting of seedlings under Massive Tree Plantation Scheme, 

Accused-1 to 6 paid only Rs.25,849/- to the petty contractors including transportation 

charges and sub-standard work executed by creating 23 forged vouchers, used it as 

genuine and misappropriated the remaining amount of Rs.1,99,441/-.

In the above two incidents, totally Rs.5,18,311 /- (Rs.3,18,870 + Rs.1,99,441/-), 

was misappropriated by the Accused -1 to 6.

The commission of the above said irregularities caused a wrongful loss to the 

Government. Accused 1 to 6, while holding their posts of public servants, during the 

period between 2013-2014 and 2015-2016 entered in to a criminal conspiracy with 

each other, abused their official position and connived with the ineligible beneficiaries



N

by forging their signatures and thereby misappropriated the Government Fund and 

thereby committed criminal breach of trust and seem to dishonestly, fraudulently, 

criminally misappropriate the Government funds and thereby gained wrongfully and 

also created the false and forged records as true by cheating the Government and 

thereby the Government sustained wrongful loss and the Accused gained the amount 

wrongfully, using the forged records as true for the purpose of cheating, and as such, 

prima facie, there is sufficient material, both oral and documentary to go for a Regular 

Case under section 120-B, 409, 420, 467, 468, and 471 IPC and Sec. 13 (2) r/w. 13 

(1)(c) of P.C Act 1988, against the aforesaid Accused-1 to 6.

The registration of FIR is necessary to investigate and to unearth further 

facts and hence, I am registering a case in Crime No. 14/2018 of Madurai V&AC Unit 

on 08.06.2018 at 09.00 hrs against the Accused under the above sections of law for 

the purpose of conducting investigation.

The original FIR is submitted to the Special Judge, Trial of Cases under 

Prevention of Corruption Act, Madurai and copies were sent to the officers concerned.
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